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GOVERNOR'S RECYCLING CONFERENCE 
SEEKS LOCAL INITIATIVE 





The time for towns to take action in implementing their recycling programs is now 
said Governor O'Neill as he opened his day-long conference on Source Reduction | 
and Recycling last week. The Governor emphasized the need for a commitment to 
recycling from local officials around the state and released an Official Statement 
regarding recycling in Connecticut. A portion of that statement follows: 


“Markets for recycled material are necessary for comprehensive statewide 
recycling to come to fruition as an integral component of the solid waste 
management system. Our state and local governments, as well as the private 
sector can have a significant impact on the demand for recycled materials 
through their procurement practices. In fact, we must all work together to 
stimulate the marketplace for recycled materials by purchasing products and 
commodities that contain recycled materials when chose materials are available 
at an appropriate price and comparable quality.” 


The Governor's remarks were followed by an update on recycling statutes and 
regulations by Carmine DiBattista, Director of the Local Assistance and Program 
Coordination Unit at the DEP. Those regulations were covered in last month's 
Gazette and copies of the regulations and the Governor's Official Statement are 
available from DEP. 


Legislative Initiatives 


Current bills pending at the state legislature were summarized by Susie Crimmons, 
staff person for the Municipal Solid Waste Advisory Committee. The bills ranged 
from the use of recycled materials to placing strict restrictions and taxes on 
packaging. The legislation has not yet been voted on. 


State, Regional and Local Recycling Roles 


Lois Hager presented the recycling program from the DEP perspective including 
support for the regional Intermediate Processing Center method of processing 
recyclable materials and the need for a commitment from local officials to recycling. 


Dennis Murphy, First Selectman of East Lyme, discussed his town’s successful 
recycling program that has been operating since 1974. East Lyme uses the regional 
IPC at Groton. Murphy acknowledged the need for strong public education and 
additional market support from the state to keep the wie moving. He offered 
tours of his town’s facilities and copies of the ordinances currently in place to 
mandate recycling at the local level. 


William Darcy, President of the Connecticut Resources Recovery Authority (CRRA), 
gave his support to the recycling program emphasizing that recycling and energy 
recovery from incineration are complementary, not at odds with one another. He 
also stated the need for market development, the possible formation of a central 
marketing agency, and effective public education. 


Dana Armstrong, Southeast Region Recycling Coordinator, provided an overview of 
what a regional coordinator does and how the SE regional program is working. 
Sixteen of the 21 towns in the region are currently recycling and using the Groton 
Intermediate Processing Center. The rest have initiated or are about to initiate 
recycling programs. 


Market Development 


John Otterbien, Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Administrative 
Services, opened the markets panel with a discussion of current state initiatives in 
the area of procurement of products using recycled materials. The State has begun 


policies to purchase recycled paper goods such as tissue and xerographic paper and 
is allowed to spend up to 10% more for these products. 


Andrew Brecher, Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Economic 
Development, offered suggestions for recycling businesses that will be starting up 
and stressed the need for incentives from the State to support these new ventures. 


Peter Karter, President of Resource Recovery Systems, is responsible for the 
operation of the Groton IPC and offered the regional method of collecting 
recyclables as a reliable and successful one. He also stated that there are markets 
available for all of the items required to be recycled and encouraged local officials 
to join in with a regional planning effort. 


Anne Gobin, Senior Environmental Analyst for the DEP, discussed market strategy 
for the recycling program, how to stimulate markets and the supply-demand 
aspects of markets. | 


Commercial Recycling Strategies 


Current recycling programs operating in industry were discussed by Charies Duffy of 
the Council of Small Towns, Charles Beck of the James River Corporation, and 
William Grover of Aetna Life and Casualty Company. Beck provided step-by-step 
instructions for oye oak starting up a white paper recycling program and Grover 
gave an overview of his recycling program that includes white nbd corripoter paper 
and includes facilities around the state. 


Building Support for Recycling 


Public education efforts at the state, regional and grassroots level were discussed by 
Kim Marcy, Recycling Education Coordinator for the DEP, Valarie Knight, Southwest 
Region Recycling Coordinator, and Kate Miller, Environmental Issues Organizer for 
the Connecticut Citizen Action Group. A reprint of the CCAG/DEP Recycling Primer 
and recycling reminder magnets was announced for towns desiring a large quantity 
of those items. Two television public service anauuncements were shown and voted 
on by the audience, and a 10-minute introductory video entitled, “Connecticut 
Recycles”, was shown for the first time. Panel discussion provided ideas for effective 
public education efforts including a logo contest being conducted in the SW region, 
and gave suggestions on grassroots public education efforts that involve local 
initiative and networking. 


Enforcement Techniques 


Getting people to recycle was the focus of the session on enforcement. Panelists 
iodladed Glen Gross, Legal Counsel for the CRRA, Bruce Chimento, Marketing and 
Development Manager for Waste Management, Inc., and Diane Small, Groton 
Recycling Coordinator. Gross suggested that public education is the most effective 
tool for enforcement. Chimento showed samples of letters left for customers not 
recycling their trash. He indicated that waste haulers support recycling and that 
together local officials and haulers can make programs work. Small provided 
insight into the day-to-day enforcement of a mandatory program beginning with 
public education and ending with a robust enforcement official! 


The conference was attended by 350 (sold out in advance) and provided valuable 
information concerning many facets of recycling to all attendees. 
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